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Interesting Facts Connected
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For our great Amprican holiday Thanks-
giving we are indebted to the Puritan
pilgrim? of New England, though the idea
of settinir apart a dav of general thanks
eivine was far from being original with
them.

Those familiar with the history of this
lone suffering people are aware that the
persecutions which they endured in Eng
land under Mary, Elizabeth and James I
caused a number of them to emigrate in
1602 to Holland, where they established
themselves in the city of Layden and
where they were joined by their remaining
brethren in 1608. The appointment of a
thanksgiving day for some special blessing
had long been a custom among the Dutch
as weU as among other nations of Europe,
and the general gratitude to hoaven for
some great war victory, proclamation of
peace or for deliverance from pestilence or
famine, often f jiiod expres-io- n in this way.

Whea, after satisfying themselves that
their principles could never take root in
Holland, and that their number instead of
increasing was gradualsy diminishing
there, the Puritans had abandoned that
country, had landed upon Plymouth Rock,
and had found a home in a new world,
tney retained me oia jjucq custom ot a
general thanksgiving for special blessings.
An unusually bountiful harvest was al
ways deemed a fitting occasion for the
appointment of a thinksgiving day by the
governor of the colonies of Plymouth and
Mjssachusetts Bay, and as the earth be-
gan to reward more abundantly the labor
which the colonists bib to wed upon it, har
vests became so uniformerly plentiful that
an annual thanksgiving dy followed as a
natural sequence.

This observance has always been both a
religious and a social one. The early
Puritans attended "meeting" as they
called their church service, wice on every
Thanksgiving Day, and this pious system
has been continued in many parts of rural
Kerr England down to the present time,
though the most pious dwellers in the
cities and larger towns now deem attend-
ance upon one service a sufficient oppor-
tunity for

OFFERING THEIR THANKS.

What a quaint appearance a rural New
England "meeting house" presented at a
thanksgiving service seventy-fiv- e years ago!
The pulpit towered high and was sur
mounted by a huge sounding board which
seemed liable to fall and crush the minis-
ter at any moment. Upon an elevated
seat in front of the sacred desk sat the
ruling elder facing the congregation
Upon another seat, less elevated than his,
sat the deacons, while the plain seals in
the body of the house were occupied by
the fathers and mothers of families with
their children and hired help.

The pastor opened the service with a
prayer of at least fifteen minutes' length,
and followed it with the reading and ex-
position of a chapter of holy writ. Then
the ruling elder gave out a. psalm in which
all the congregation joined, and when it
had been suns the minister preached for
one hour, measnriner the time bv means nf

the lJour past
which followed, one of the deacons would
rise and say, "Brethren of the congrega-
tion, now there is a time remaining for
thanksgiving and contribution to the Lord,
wherefore, as the Lord bath prospered
you, freely offer." Collection plates or
baskets were not passed from seat seat,
out a box of wood was placed upon a stand
or table near the pulpit. When the dea-
con had resumed hi3 seat, the whole con-
gregation arose and proceeded to the con-
tribution box. First came the magis-
trates and "chief gentlemen," then the
elders, then the deacons and after them
the entire assembly. They deposited their
offerings one by one and then passed to
their seats again. These contributions
consisted not only of money, but of notes
of hand and any article which could be
sold or otherwise profitably appropriated
to the benefit of the church, thus making
up a strange, miscellaneous collection o
goods and chattels of various descriptions

It was the custom in the old
PURITAN CHURCHES

to endeavor to reconcile upon Thanksgiv
ing Day any disputes which might haye
occurred among the members, whether
arising from the affairs of the church itsel
or from private transactions. In the for
mer case, when there was a decision upon
any question of doctrine, church policy or
discipline, it was often customary to call
in as arbitrator some wise and good man

usually a clergyman or elder from an
other church. The Kev. Mr. Buckley, of
Lolchester, Conn., a distinguished Puritan
ancestor of mine, was famous in his day as
a casuist and sage counselor. A church in
his neighborhood had fallen into unhappv
divisions and contentions which they were
unable to adjust among themselves. There
was appointed a committee whose mem
bers laid the case before Mr. Buckley and
desired him to communicate his judgment..... .i i ?
in writing, mat it mignt De read to tne as
sembled congregation at the close of the
morning service on Thanksgiving Day.

Now, it happened that on the outskirts
of the town Mr. Buckley owned a farm,
which he had entrusted to the care of a
& hired man. In dispatching & letter to
his farmer, at the same time with his
letter of advice to the church upon the
question submitted" to him, the papers
were inadvertently mixed and the docu-
ment intended for the good elders and
deacons was sent to the man, while
the letter intended for him wae handed
to the pastor at the of the
morning service on Thanksgining Day.
Imagine the amazement of the good man
and his congregation when he read as
follows : "You wUl see to the repair of
the fences, that they be built high and
strong, End you will take especial c&re of
the old black bull."

For several minutes a most profound si-

lence reigned among &the good brethren.
AU were completely

PUZZLED BY THIS MYSTICAL

advice. But at length there was found
among the more discerning ones an inter-
preter, who arose and said : "Brethem,
this is the very advice we most need.
The direction to repair the fences is to ad--
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IN NEW ENGLAND.
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$1.00

CHEAPEST Al BEST PAPER

CENTEAL MISSOUHI.

ONLY Sl.00 PER ANNUM.

Postage free to any post
office in Pettis County.

Subscribers who take their
paper at postoffices outside of
Pettis County, will remit 20
cents extra for postage, which
is paid at the office of publica-
tion.

Send in your names and
money.

Ifo name put upon the sub
scription book unless &ccom
panied with the cash.

Address remittances or com-
munications to

J. WEST GOODWIK,
SEDALIA. MC

HOME LUMBER CO.
401 WEST SECOND STREET.
A full stock ef lumber, lathes, shingles,

lime, plaster, cement, posts and all build-
ing material. As cheap as any house in
Central Missouri.

W. D. STEELE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

SEP ALT A, MISSOURI,
d&wly

Established 1868. Incorporated 1888,

WHEN IN THE CITY,
CALL AT THE

ml In
&nd subscribe for the oldest,

largest, best and cheapest
paper in Sedalia.

Daily j 50 cts per month by mail.
65 cts per month delivered.

Sunday, $2.50 per year.
Weekly, $1.00 per year.
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